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that obscures these hides the authority; the criticism that makes them most 
manifest reveals it. Criticism has, by bringing the sacred books into relation 
with sacred history, done something to restore them to their real and living 
significance. By binding the book and the people together, and then connect- 
ing both with the Providential order of the world, criticism has given us back 
the idea of the God who lives in history through his people, and a people who 
live through His Word. And so the Word of God is a large term; it does not 
denote a closed, but a living history; not something that is dead, a letter that 
can be printed in black on white, a book which compositors have set up and 
binders have bound and educated people can read. It is living; it has no 
being without the Spirit of God; were that spirit to be withdrawn, the Scrip- 
tures would cease to exist; where they were, a literature would remain, but 
not the word of the living God. 

These ideas of Dr. Fairbairn's, while perhaps not new, are yet important. They present 
one view, and that an increasingly acceptable one, of this fundamental theological problem 
upon which thought is at present engaged. 



St. John in Modern Christian Thought.* — During the Middle Ages, Paul 
was little known and less understood. The Reformation may be said to have 
rediscovered him, and since that time St. Paul has dominated the thought and 
life of the Christian Church. But the movement now is toward St. John ; his 
writings are coming to a fuller recognition than they have ever yet received. 
His characteristic thoughts have never yet penetrated theology and church 
life as have St. Paul's, but his day is at hand — our age is discovering him. 
Much preparatory work is necessary before St. John's teaching can be under- 
stood as a whole, and in relation to the rest of Scripture. That this prepara- 
tory work is being done is evinced by the large number of the very finest and 
most scholarly commentaries which are now appearing, treating of the 
Johannine writings. If St. John can be made as much the common property 
of the church as is St. Paul, the result can be only good. And there is no 
reason to think that the effect of the present direction of thought will be to 
displace St. Paul. This could only be the case if the teaching of the two 
Apostles were mutually antagonistic, but it is not so. Their teaching is mu- 
tually complementary. The difference in regard to the truth common to both 
is simply one of expression and proportion. 

Among the New Testament problems which now engage the attention of Christian, 
scholars and Bible students, that concerning the Johannine writings is obviously para- 
mount. St. John's day, as Prof. Banks says, has come. The questions which this problem 
involve are many and delicate ; they concern, first, the authorship, but that is only the 
grosser aspect ; secondly, the conditions to which the material of the writings was subject 
in its historical transmission by John. Here is the vital question. How did John's per- 
sonality, and his sixty years of life between the receiving and the recording of Jesus' 
teaching, affect that teaching ? To this we may well give earnest study and thought. 



Wendt's Der Inhalt der Lehre Jesu.f This volume by Prof. H. H. 
Wendt on the Contents of the Teaching of festes was preceded, five years- 
since, by a preliminary volume in which he essayed to separate the original 
and authentic portions of the Gospel narrative, which would furnish the basis 
for the present work, from such accretions and manipulations as he conceived 

* By Rev. Prof. J. S. Banks, in the Expository Times, Nov. 1891. 

+ Reviewed by Prof. W. P. Dickinson, D. D., in Critical Review. Oct. 1891. 
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the Gospels had suffered. Fortunately, the value of the second volume does 
not depend upon the complete accuracy of the first. Dr. Wendt deduces hi& 
main representation from the Synoptic sources, the Gospel of Mark standing 
first in importance. The five sections of the book have the following subjects 
for treatment : (1) The historical points of attachment which the teaching of 
Jesus found in the religious views of the Jews of his time. (2) The outward 
form of Jesus' teaching, (3) the Kingdom of God (which is the main theme, 
and receives extended and logical discussion). (4) Jesus' testimony to his 
Messiahship (including consideration of the nature and significance of his 
death, and the heavenly future of the Messiah). (5) The glimpses given by 
Jesus as to the further development of the kingdom of God on earth. In the 
Conclusion Wendt calls attention to six salient aspects of the teaching of 
Jesus : its grand inner unity, the consistency of its detailed application, its 
purely religious character free from all mere speculative elements, its thor- 
oughly moral nature and aims, its pervading reference to the underlying 
principle of the fatherhood of God, and the close and complete correlation of 
doctrine and of life. The work is marked by care in detail, skill in the presen- 
tation and weighing of facts, candor in the consideration of opposing aspects of 
truth, and freshness in style of treatment. It is independent in tone, makes 
few direct references to other scholars, and is written with clearness and 
fluency. It is remarkably suggestive. Indeed, Dr. Wendt's volume deserves 
to be ranked among the most important contributions to Biblical theology. It 
is adapted to the use of intelligent laymen, and there is an evident desire on 
the part of the author to make himself clearly and fully understood. 

It is unfortunate that this highly valuable work is accessible as yet only to readers of 
German, but it will no doubt soon be translated. Prof. Dickinson has not over-estimated its 
importance. It is another great contribution to the study of biblical theology, the depart- 
ment of theological study so recently entered upon, and which promises to throw so much 
light upon the rise and character of Christian truth. 



